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Chad's Story

My name is Chad and I grew up in
Philadelphia in a Jewish home. My
mother and father divorced when i was
young. WhenIwas (21 started smoking
cigarettes and did a lot of other things for
the first time that I shouldn't have.:
alcohol, cocaine, L5D, ete.

After about four years of that I managed to
slow down enough to finish high school,
while still doing drugs. After high school
met an Italian girl and instantly became
engaged. That lasted a few years. When it

i ended, I had abroken heart, and a new
m use for drugs. They kept me from feeling
the pain.

For two years [ worked construction making good money. Last
year [ inherited $10,000, and I had a field day with that! I got
involved with the wrong people, and was quickly robbed and

caught in a legal mess. My mother sent me $1,000 for legal fees.
Cool! I stayed high for a week...and the money was gone.

I decided to come to The Shepherd's House, even though I hated
people. I filled out the application and talked to an odd fellow
who talked a lot about Bible stuff. I told him I was Jewish, and
he seemed to be fine with that. Everyone here seemed to receive
me well and supported me in my legal battles. Pretty soonl
started calling this place "home."

When I turned 12 1was Bar-mitzahed. After that my relationship
with God became nonexistent. I was too busy for Him, and
didn't think He really cared about me.
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